[Prolactin in connective tissue diseases].
This paper presents interactions between prolactin (PRL) and the immune system. We describe the role of PRL in the pathogenesis of rheumatic diseases, particularly connective tissue diseases, including systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), rheumatoid arthritis (RA), primary Sjögren's syndrome, systemic sclerosis, polymyalgia rheumatica, and seronegative arthritis. We present current opinion on the mechanisms responsible for hyperprolactinemia in SLE patients and the association between hyperprolactinemia and SLE activity and organ involvement. The role of dopamine receptor agonists in the treatment of connective tissue diseases is discussed.